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BRISCOS UNDERRATED 

| read Jack Brisco’s interview in 
the Spring 1983 issue of WRES- 
TLING SUPERSTARS with great 
interest. l've seen Jack at his very 
best. For nine years I’ve taken 
every opportunity possible to see 
Jack wrestle. From the time he 
began wrestling to the first time | 


slammed Snuka to the concrete 
floor with not one, but two pile- 
drivers, causing Snuka to be car- 
ried away on a stretcher in a 
bloody mess. A three-on-one situa- 


tion is horrible by any standards; | 


and 1 was as glad as anyone when 
Snuka managed to gain some 
revenge in the ring against both 





Reader David Booth commends us for the “Superstar Interview” featuring Jack Brisco. 
Brisco has been a top star in wrestling for more than 10 years. 


saw him in person in 1973, I have 
always had a soft spot for Jack Bri- 
sco. He was a great NWA cham- 
pion and remains a credit to the 
sport of wrestling. I hope that your 
magazine continues its coverage 
on Jack and his brother, Jerry. 
They are both underrated greats of 
the sport. 
DAVID BOOTH 


Toronto, Ontario, Canada 


SNUKA SAVAGERY 

Thank you for your excellent 
coverage of the terrible attack on 
Jimmy Snuka (Spring 1983). 
Along with thousands of other 
wrestling fans, І watched in horror 
as Ray Stevens, with the help of 
Lou Albano and Fred Blassie, 
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Albano and Stevens. | hope your 
fine magazine will be covering 
those matches in the near future as 
well. Keep up the good work! 
EDNA SCHULTZ 
Garden City, NY 


[Editor s Note: You may be inter- 
ested to know that the Snuka- 
Albano match was covered in the 
April 1983 issue of our sister publi- 
cation Inside Wrestling, and the 
Snuka-Stevens bouts are reported 
in the May 1983 Inside Wrestling, 
now on sale.] 


BOB ARMSTRONG STINKS 
We think Bob Armstrong stinks. 

We dislike people who think they 

are better than any anybody else. 
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Гуе got news for Armstrong: He 
isn’t any better than ANYONE 
else. We know that Austin Idol can 
beat him anytime he wants. We 
will always be Austin Idol fans. 
He’s a fantastic wrestler, and 





Two readers from Alabama are MESE with 
Bob Armstrong's new style of wrestling. 
Armstrong, once a totally scientific 
wrestler, is now a vicious rulebreaker. 


always will be. As far as Bob Arm- 
strong is concerned, he will always 
stink. 
MELONY PHILLIPS 
MARLENE PHILLIPS 
Bear Creek, AL 


(Continued on page 48) 
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T SEEMS APPROPRIATE, in 

light of this issue’s special inter- 
view with WWF champion Bob 
Backlund, to lead off Superstar 
Grapevine with news about Back- 
lund and a rising star in the WWF, 
Eddie Gilbert. 

Gilbert, the son of wrestler Tom- 
my Gilbert, has become more or 
less the protege of Backlund and 
his manager, Arnold Skoaland. 

“There's nothing contractual be- 
tween us," Gilbert explained, '*but 
I’ve been getting some good advice 
from Bob and from Mr. Skoaland. 
I’ve been spending a lot of time in 
the gym with Bob, and he’s been 
great, he’s helped me a great deal. 
I’m very lucky, because I've been 
learning things from Bob that | 
never would learn anywhere else 
under any conditions." 
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Eddie Gilbert discusses strategy with his mentor, Bob Backlund. 


Along with wrestling Tiger Mask 
for the WWF junior heavyweight 
title, Gilbert has been easing into 
heavyweight competition through- 
out the Northeast. 

хжж 

There аге some important title 
changes to report as we go to 
press: 

Magnificent ^ Muraco defeated 
Pedro Morales in New York's 
Madison Square Garden on Janu- 
ary 22 to capture the Intercontinen- 
tal belt a second time. 

The Kangaroos, Johnny Hefter- 
nan and Don Kent, regained the 
Global tag team title from Scott 
McGhee and Terry Allen in Tam- 
pa, Florida, on January 25. 

Kerry Von Erich defeated six- 
time NWA champion Harley Race 
and became the new Missouri title- 
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Kerry Von Erich celebrates his Missouri 
State title-winning effort over Harley 
Race. Race had planned to use the 
Missouri title as a steppingstone to his 
seventh NWA title and will seek revenge 
in any way he can. 


holder on January 21. Race is up- 
set about the match, claiming that 
his disqualification was unwarrant- 
ed, and vowing revenge against the 
youngest of the Von Erich 
brothers. 


жжж 


Jim Garvin has been given a fe- 
male valet, named ‘‘Precious,’’ by 
his manager James J. Dillon as a 
reward for jobs well done. 

“I want to make an example out 
of Jim," Dillon told Wrestling Su- 
perstars. **There are always manag- 
ers making examples out of wres- 
tlers by abusing them, by firing 
them. Hell, I fired Ernie Ladd not 
too long ago, so I’m as aware of 
this as anyone. 

(Continued on page 62) 
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PAUL ORNDORFF: ‘Things are 
getting crazy around here, brother. 
Atlanta is ready to burn to the 
ground, and it's all because of Ivan 
Koloff. l'm going to make sure that 
Koloff doesn't load his kneepad up 
against anyone else ever again. He 
gave me a taste of what that feels 
like, and l'm going to make sure he 
doesn't injure any unsuspecting 
wrestler with hidden foreign 
objects. Koloffs days are num- 
bered, brother!” 


BUDDY ROGERS: “I'm very 
proud of Jimmy Superfly Snuka. 
He’s proved to me, he’s proved to 
the fans, and he’s proved to the 
world what kind of a man he is. 
He's proved what kind of a heart 
he has. He's proved his courage 
time and time again. He's gained 
his revenge against that slob Lou 
Albano and against Ray Stevens 
and his manager, Fred Blassie. 
He's proved that he has a heart 
and that he's willing to risk his 
entire career to defend what he 
believes in. l'm proud to be тап- 
aging Jimmy.” 





Superfly Snuka works hard for his 
manager, Buddy Rogers. 
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Ivan Koloff plants a knee in Paul 
KEVIN SULLIVAN: "The future 
of wrestling is in my hands. The 
future of wrestling is today. | am 
the future of wrestling. I am power 
and l am the Prince of Darkness. 
The Dream is dead, The Midnight 
Rider is a sham to be laughed at. 
Thunder will rumble, lightning will 
flash, and people like Dusty 
Rhodes will know that hell on earth 
is nigh. Doll is coming.” 
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Orndorff's back and prepares to run him into the mat. 


HULK HOGAN: “Sometimes | 
wonder where people get their 
ideas. I've heard so many people 
going around claiming that Ken 
Patera is stronger than | am. These 
people cannot be serious, because 
in every way I am bigger, stronger, 
more invincible than Patera. By 
comparison, he's a weakling, and 
he always will be.” 


(Continued on page 52) | 
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World 
Wrestling 
Federation 


Champion: 
BOB BACKLUND 


4—SUPERSTAR 
GRAHAM 


5—PEDRO MORALES 
6—RAY STEVENS 
7—ROCKY JOHNSON 
8—PLAYBOY BUDDY 
> ROSE 22-05 
9—EDDIE GILBERT 
10—MR. FUJI 


American . 
Wrestling 


Association 


Champion: 
NICK BOCKWINKEL 


.3—WAHOO 
McDANIEL 


5--КЕМ PATERA 
6—JESSE VENTURA 
7 —CRUSHER 
BLACKWELL 
8—TULLY 
BLANCHARD 


9—MAD DOG VACHON| 
10—GREG GAGNE 


National 
Wrestling 
Alliance 


Champion: 
RIC FLAIR 


S. 


| 4—KERRY VON ERICH 


5—JACK BRISCO 
6—BOB ARMSTRONG 
7—BARRY WINDHAM 
8—HARLEY RACE 
9—RODDY PIPER 


10—BRUCE REED 


Most Popular 
Wrestlers 


b cite. E 


4—HULK HOGAN 


5—DUSTY RHODES 


6—BOB BACKLUND 
7—JUNKYARD DOG 
8—JACK BRISCO 
9—TOMMY RICH 
10—DAVID VON ERICH 


Most Hated 
Wrestlers 


3—MAGNIFICANT 
MURACO 


6—SUPERSTAR 
GRAHAM 

7—BUZZ SAWYER 

8—GREG VALENTINE 


110—TULLY 


BLANCHARD 


| 
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1—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
& DON KERNODLE 


2—GREG GAGNE & 
JIM BRUNZELL 


3—JAY & JULES 
STRONGBOW 


| 4-ТНЕ SAMOANS 


5—THE MOONDOGS 
6—THE FABULOUS 
KANGAROOS 
7—THE FREEBIRDS 
8—RICK MORTON & 
KEN LUCAS 
9—RICK STEAMBOAT 
& JAY YOUNGBLOOD 


110—CRUSHER BLACK- 


WELL & SHEIK 
ADNAN AL-KAISSIE 





The most feared animal in folklore is the snake. The most 
feared grappler in wrestling is Sheik. It's easy to compare 
Sheik to a snake. And like the snake, Sheik can be deadly to 
battle! 
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NAKES MUST KILL their 

prey. Otherwise, they starve to 
death. The serpent will slither by a 
dead animal, refusing to feast on 
that which has already died. It 
must feel a living creature crushed or 
poisoned by its power before it will 
eat. Satan chose wisely when he 
selected a snake to tempt Eve with 
the forbidden apple. 

Sheik owns a boa constrictor. 
Feeding time is Sheik's favorite 
: event of the week. He delights in 
selecting the hamster that will 
make his snake's meal. He grins 
maniacally as he feels the rodent's 
heart pumping madly in terror as it 
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is lowered into the snake's cage. It 
takes more than 30 minutes for the 
murder and feast ritual to be 
completed. Sheik watches every 
second. 

First, the hamster crouches in a 
corner, trembling so badly one 
wonders if it won't topple from its 
uncontrollable -jerking. Then, 
when the snake feels ready, it 
slowly slithers toward its prey. 
With a whiplike action, it wraps its 
body around the victim. All that 
can be seen is the hamster’s rear 
legs scratching madly into the air. 
Life is being crushed out of it. 

Soon, the legs stop moving. The 


snake sits there contentedly 
waiting for the last spasmodic 
jerkings to cease. Then its jaw 
opens wide enough to encompass 
the hamster’s entire body. Slowly it 
glides to the victim and takes the 
whole creature into its mouth. 
Slowly but surely, the hamster is 
pushed further back down the 
snake’s throat. Finally, the entire 
animal is swallowed. One can see a 
lump in the boa’s body where the 
hamster, waiting for the snake to 
digest it. The slaughter is over. 
Sheik leaves, a sprightly spring to 
his step and all is right with the 
world. 
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T WAS DIFFICULT for Greg 

й Gagne to find the right words 
to describe how he felt. Indeed, 
it is probable that no word has 
yet been coined to accurately 
account for that sinking, tight 
feeling in the pit of his stomach. 
Was there ever a word to 
represent the dryness he felt in 
the back of his throat? 


Greg Gagne felt unhappy, to 
say the least. He has violated his 
personal principles in a futile 
effort to obtain a cheap victory. 
The expense had been greater 
than any possible reward. It 
simply had not been worth it. 

It is rare that Bobby Heenan 
wrestles these days (at least 
officially, since you can't count 


IGHT OF SHAME 


his interfering in matches). But 
when he does enter the ring, he 
is usually a vicious, ruthless 
competitor. He does not tend to 
deviate from that norm. He is a 
mean person. But this is 
common knowledge. 
There is no excuse for the 
way Greg behaved. He knew 
(Continued on page 50) 


Something snapped. Greg Gagne went berserk. All his plans, 
his hopes, his principles turned to dust. This is one match Greg 
will never forget, though it hurts so much to remember 
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His face the mask of a madman, Sheik 
ignores his own wounds to apply a 
chokehold on Dory Funk Jr. Most top mat 
Stars have suffered at the hands of Sheik. 





| 

Sheik learns from his little pet. 
The merciless war for survival is 
what keeps Sheik sharp and 
vicious. Some consider wrestling a 
sport. Sheik knows it is a struggle 
for total conquest. And like the boa 
constrictor, he leaves nothing 
to chance. The creature! near him 
must die if he is to survive. 

Like the snake, Sheik is silent. 
The man almost never gives 
interviews and refuses to speak 


English most of the time. With a - 


majestically horrifying silence, he 
terrifies all who come in contact 


with him. The very sight of him - 


. (Continued on page 54) 
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Left: The referee has to pull Sheik off 
Andre the Giant. Above: Sheik strides into 
the ring with his pet boa constrictor. 
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Superstar Interview With 
Bob Backlund 





“WRESTLING CAN BE PROUD 
OF MY FIVE YEARS 
` AS CHAMPION” 


t has been five years since the 

night Bob Backlund wrestled 
the WWF championship belt 
from Superstar Billy Graham. 
During that time, he has 
defended his title against many 
of the most dangerous athletes 
in the world. His reign has been 
marked by excitement, contro- 
versy, and an undeniable sense 
of history. 

When we decided to do a 
retrospective of this important 
half decade, we contacted Bob 
and asked him if we could have 
an Interview for the magazine. 


At first, we intended to have. 


only a short conversation with 
the champion, knowing his 
time 15 valuable and he prefers 
to spend any free moments 
with his family. Bob agreed to a 
quick interview, as he is always 
hesitant to become too 
involved with the media. “Рео- 
ple who talk," he-has often 
said, "usually are better with 
their mouths than they are in 
„the ring." A man constantly in a 
swirl of controversy, as Back- 
lund has so often found him- 
self, tends to avoid the press. 
Yet, as the interview began, 
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Backlund found himself talking 
more and more, fascinated and 
a bit scared about what he was 
saying. The champion has kept 
so much bottled up for so long, 
refusing to participate in the 
gutter arguments of his oppo- 
nents. Once the floodgates 
were opened, his thoughts 
spilled out in torrents. There 
were moments in the interview 
when his body trembled, his 
voice grew hoarse from shout- 
ing, and beads of sweat broke 
out across his forehead. At 
other times his voice was sol- 
emn and quiet, as if in prayer. 
There is more to Bob Back- 
lund than the WWF champion- 


ship. He is a family man, a con- 


cerned member of the 
community, and a sensitive 
human being. When the inter- 
View was over, we realized 
there were many personal, bru- 
tally honest statements spoken 
in the heat of passion that he 
might not want to be made 
public. We offered him the 
chance to edit the interview, 
delete any statement he wished. 
Instead, he said, “l'Il stand by 
anything | said. I've been feel- 


ing better since | did the inter- 
view, and I'll feel even better 
when it's printed. Everything | 
said, | believe. If that gets me in 
trouble, well, the truth often 
hurts. It wasn't right for me to 
give this interview before now, 
but now the time is right." 
What follows is a transcript 
of our long and often moving 
interview with Bob Backlund. 
We warn you that after reading 
this you may never think of 
Backlund as you once did. He 


reveals himself here to be more 


complex than most fans ima- 
gined. Here he stands, warts 
and scars exposed to the 
world. It is strange that during 
an interview Bob Backlund 
reveals the:true depth of his 
courage. | 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS: 
Let's start with the obvious. Are 
you the same man you were 
when you won the belt? 

BOB BACKLUND: No. | wish | 
was. | suppose five years in any 
man's life will change him, but 
I'm not sure it changes him as 
much as l've changed. | still see 
friends from college, but it gets 





harder for me to talk to them. 
They're still idealistic, still 
believing in the goodness of 
man, and they-still trust each 
other. | envy them, but | find it 
harder and harder to under- 
stand them. 

WS: In what ways are you 
different? 

BB: Except for my family, | 
don't trust anyone anymore. It 
used to be the easiest thing in 
the world for me to believe in 
the dignity of sport. Now І have 
to consciously remind myself 
how noble athletics can be. | 
used to think the quality of 
competition was the important 
thing. Now | get scared to real- 
ize how important it'S become 
to win at any cost. 





"Once you become a 
wrestling champion, probably 
any kind of champion, 
you become separate from the 
rest of the world." 


WS: You sound like the thrill 
is gone. 

BB: No, it's just that the thrill 
is different. It'S hard to explain. 
l've tried to tell my closest 
friends about the difference, 
` but if they're not professional 
wrestlers, they can't begin to 
understand. Once you become 
a wrestling champion, proba- 
bly any kind of champion, you 
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become separate from the rest 
of the world. The shock of my 
life came when | wrestled Ric 
Flair, NWA champion. | don't 
like the man, don't like what he 
stands for, and | thought when 
we wrestled that there could be 
no two more different men on 
earth. Yet that night, when | 


looked in his eyes from across. 


the ring, | knew he was the only 
man in the arena who under- 
stood me. 

WS: In what ways? 

BB: He knew my needs, my 
fears, my determination to win. 
He knew that there was no way 
| was going to lose. And he 
knew that | knew there was no 
way he was going to lose. We 
wrestled to a draw that night 
and 1 doubt if there could've 
been any other outcome. If we 
wrestled 100 times, the results 
would have been the same. 
When two champions wrestle, 
there's a special chemistry 
operating that can't be under- 
stood by anyone else. 

WS: You sound as if you feel 
isolated from the rest of the 
world. | 

BB: That's about right. | once 
asked Bruno Sammartino 
about that. He said it happens 
to every champion. When he 
lost the title, he said it was the 
best thing that ever happened 
to him. He rejoined the human 
race. For the first time in years, 
he could trust people, commu- 
nicate with them, and didn’t 
feel always on the defensive. 
When he won the title the sec- 
ond time, he figured he would 
be able to remain as he was 
between title reigns. Within a 
month—a month—he was 
back to thinking like a 
champion. 

WS: Since you brought up 
Bruno, we might as well dis- 
cuss that aspect of your career. 
Every wrestler must follow in 
the footsteps of Bruno’s 
legend. Everyone is compared 











Above: Backlund receives congratulations 
from his adoring fans after a successful 
title defense on Long Island. Below: Ina 
match intended to unify the WWF and 
NWA titles, Backlund monkeyflips Ric 
Flair. The match ended in a draw, with 
both champions retaining their belts. 














Above: Backlund poses with Bruno 
Sammartino, the longest reigning 
champion in WWF history. Below: NWA 
champion Flair and WWF champion 
Backlund bring their respective 
championship belts to Gordon Solie's 
podium for an interview on “Georgia 
Championship Wrestling.” 





to him, and it’s almost impossi- 
ble to come out on top. The 
longer you remain champion, 
the more inevitable it becomes 
that comparisons are made. 
Does this bother you? 

BB: | don't think about it. If 
someone said to me what | just 
said to you, | wouldn't believe 
them. But it's true. In the begin- 
ning, when it seems as if any- 
thing is possible and all is 
wonderful, you dream that 
someday people will mention 
you and Bruno in the same sen- 
tence. Then when you become 
champion, you dream about 


When Bob Backlund cele- 
brated his fifth anniversary as 
WWF champion on February 
20, 1983, he joined an elite 
group of wrestlers. | 

Since records have been 
kept in the United States, only 
five men (including Backlund) 
in either the AWA, NWA, or 
WWF have held the heavy- 
weight championship belt for 
five years of longer. 

In the AWA, Verne Gagne 
defeated Mad Dog Vachon in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, on Febra- 
ary 26, 7967, to capture the 
title. His title reign is the long- 
est of any man in professional 
wrestling: eight years and 
eight months. He lost the title 
to Nick Bockwinkel on 
November 8, 1975. That 
match also took place in St. 
Paul. 

Frank Gotch, widely recog- 
nized as the first NWA heavy- 
weight champion after defeat- 
ing George Hackenschmidt in 
Chicago in 1905, defeated 
Fred Beel in 1906 and held the 
title until his retirement in 
1913, a reign of seven years in 
length. . 

The incredible Lou Thesz, a 
six-time NWA champion, 
defeated Bill Longson in Indi- 
anapolis, Indiana, on July 20, 
1948, to capture the NWA belt 
for a fourth time. Thesz wore 
the strap until Whipper Billy 


equaling his achievements. 
After the first few matches, 
though, you don’t think about 
posterity or your reputation or 
anything but keeping the belt. 


-There isn't really time for 


reflection. Really, the only time 
| think about anything else but 
winning is when 1 do an 
interview. 

WS: Now that you're doing 
an interview, let's reflect. How 
do you think sports history will 
look upon your first five years? 

BB: | think l'Il come out pretty 
good. When they look over the 
list of my opponents — Bobby 


Watson dethroned hím in 
Toronto, Canada, on March 
75, 1956. Thesz's fourth title 
reign lasted seven years and 
eight months. | 

The Living Legend, Bruno 
Sammartino, defeated former 
NWA champion Buddy 
Rogers in 48 seconds in New 
York's Madison Square Gar- 
den on March 17, 1963, to 
become the first WWF heavy- 
weight champion. The first 
WWF title reign would prove 
to be the longest; Sammar- 
tino held the belt until he was 
defeated Бу Ivan Koloff in 
Madison Square Garden on 
January 18, 1971. Sammar- 
tino's title reign was nearly 
the exact length as Thesz's: 
seven years and eight 
months. 

At a little more than five 
years as champion, Bob Back- 
lund remains the low man on 
the totem pole іп this histori- 
са! group of wrestlers, and 
will, in fact, remain so for 
another 2% years! Neverthe- 
less, Backlund should be 
proud of his achievement and 
honored that he has become 
the fifth member of one of 
wrestling’s most exclusive 
fraternities. 

Congratulations, Bob Back- 
lund, on an astounding mile- 
stone in your wrestling 
career. 
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Duncum, Adrian Adonis, Don 
Muraco, Buddy Rose, George 
Steele, Ivan Koloff, Pat Patter- 
son, Dusty Rhodes, Nick Bock- 
winkel and Ric Flair for the 
AWA and NWA belts, Jimmy 
Snuka, Kevin Sullivan, and 
Peter Maivia—it will show | 
took on a wide range of oppo- 
nents. | defeated them all. | 
retained my reputation as a sci- 
entific wrestler, something of 
which l'm very proud. | wres- 
tled these men in many dif- 
ferent kinds of matches, and 
the photos will prove | took a 
lot of punishment in doing so. | 





tried to unite the heavyweight 
wrestling titles Бу wrestling 
AWA champion Bockwinkel 
and NWA champions Harley 
Race and then Ric Flair. | trav- 
eled the world to defend my 
belt. I'm proud of my title reign 
and | think wrestling can be 
proud of my five years as 
champion. 

WS: Is that important to 
you? 

BB: | hope this isn’t misun- 
derstood, but it’s very difficult 
to explain. Right now, it doesn't 
matter to me deep in my gut. 
Down there, where it's all 


A champion's pain, a champion's glory. Above: Backlund is taken from the ring on a 
stretcher for the first time in his career after battling Superfly Snuka last May. Below: 
An exhausted Backlund is congratulated by ringside fans at Madison Square Garden 
after a grueling title defense. 





instinct, what matters is that | 
win. But in my mind, | know 
that in later years what will 
matter most to me 15 the repu- 
tation | leave behind. So wres- 
tling honorably is important to 
me now because | know it will 
be important to me in the 
future. That’s probably the 
most honest statement any 
wrestler will ever make. | 

WS: You generously spend 
much time helping amateur 
wrestlers. Is it important for 
them that you wrestle scientif- 
ically and honorably? 

BB: That's a more difficult 
question than you think. Of 
course it's important for them 
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“It defeats the purpose of 
sport to win by cheating; you 
really haven't accomplished 
anything by that. Гт 
glad that I set a good example 
for amateur wrestlers." 


to wrestle scientifically. Ama- 
teur wrestling is a sport in the 
truest sense of the word. It 
defeats the purpose of sport to 
win by cheating; you really 
haven't accomplished anything 
by that. Yet, | can't let my real 
dedication to amateur athletics 
influence my professional 
career. There's a world of dif- 
ference between amateurs and 
professionals; it's really impos- 
sible to compare them. I’m glad 
that | set a good example for 
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amateur wrestlers, but that 
doesn't influence my ring work. 
| hope you understand — and 
the fans understand — the subt- 
leties l'm trying to explain. You 
know, | figured this was going 
to be just another interview, 
but we seem to keep raising the 
stakes. 

WS: Does that make you 
uncomfortable? 

BB: Yeah. 

WS: While you're uncomfort- 
able, we might bring up an 
uncomfortable subject. You've 
been criticized for having refer- 
ees who are partial to you offi- 
ciate during some of your 
matches. Pat Patterson has 
refereed, Ivan Putski has 
refereed, and Gorilla Monsoon 
has refereed. Even some of 
your fans are complainig about 
this preferential treatment. 

BB: | know. What the fans 
refuse to realize. is that the 
commissioners would never 
sanctioh matches against Greg 
Valentine, Adrian Adonis and 
Sgt. Slaughter without the spe- 
cial referees. These men can't 
be controlled by the average 
referee. It takes a professional 
wrestler to control these men. 
The rulebreakers would never 
have gotten title matches with- 
out special referees. They know 
that as well as anyone. When 
they lose, they refuse to admit 
defeat, so they blame the refer- 
ees. To the fans, who don't 
know the real story, it looks 
bad. | 

WS: Does the criticism 
bother you? 

BB: l've learned to live with 
it. At first, it hurt. But | have a 
title to protect. | really can't 
worry about what the fans 
think. | can only do my best. If 
that's not good enough, that's 
life. 

WS: Do you feel the same 
way about criticism concerning 
how you won the belt? For fans 
who may not know, after you 
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Above: Backlund has been heavily 
criticized by fans, media, and opponents 
for participating in title matches in which 
such friends as Pat Patterson are 


specially assigned as referees. Below: 
Backlund loves his fans but knows he 
cannot allow them to guide his career. 
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Above: Backlund and Antonio Inoki wrestled in a memorably scientific match in Japan 
in 1978. One of the champion's regrets is that he gets dragged into brawls by the 
majority of his challengers. Below: Backlund is very careful to set a good example for 
the youth of America, with whom he spends a great deal of his free time. 
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won the title, it was proven that 
Graham had his foot on the 
rope during the count. That 
means the pin was not legiti- 
mate. 

BB: At least no one can 
blame the referee’s mistake on 
me. Besides, Graham was 
doomed that night. He was a 
beaten man. If the referee had 
stopped the pin count | would 
have beaten him in the next 30 
seconds. | would have pre- 
ferred that the referee had 
stopped the count and my vic- 
tory would have been beyond 
question. But what happened, 
happened. | have to live with 
that. 

WS: There has been the sug- 
gestion that you feel compelled 
to proved that your winning the 
title was no fluke. What you've 
done since has been an 
attempt to make people accept 
your championship. 

BB: In the beginning, that 
was true. Since then, my only 
consideration has been to keep 
the belt. Again, | can't be wor- 
ried about what people think. | 
don't know, and | could be 
wrong, but | think that may be 
the reason Tommy Rich has so 
much trouble retaining the 
titles he wins. He really puts the 
fans considerations above all 
else. That's admirable and 


—————— 


noble, but | can't help but think 
it also handicaps him. 

WS: What handicaps Bob 
Backlund? 

BB: l'm not sure that's for me 
to say. If | knew the handicap, 
I'd do my best to correct it. My 
real handicaps are the things | 
don't know about. Wait, that's 
not totally true. When | wres- 
tled Peter Maivia, | never could 
wrestle my best. He was once a 
good friend of r ne, and he 
turned on me. Even though he 
was my enemy, | could never 
go all out against him. | have to 
think the reason he didn't beat 
me was because he couldn't go 
all out against me. Even though 
at the time we were enemies, 
something from the past pre- 
vented us from truly hurting 
each other. Since Peter's tragic- 
ally early death, that thought 
has been a comfort to me. 
Please, l'd rather not discuss 
Peter any further. 

WS: What was your greatest 
moment? 

BB: Funny, but my greatest 
moment wasn't something | 
did. | was in a Cage Match 
against Jimmy Snuka and he 
climbed to the top of the cage. 
He's 15 feet off the ground. Ав | 
stared up, | realized he looked 
magnificent, a superb athlete. | 
didn't fear him, or think about 





WWF HEAVYWEIGHT 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


WON BY WON FROM 


Bruno Sammartino Buddy Rogers* 
Bruno Sammartino New York (MSG) 


Ivan Koloff 
Pedro Morales Ivan Koloff 
Stan Stasiak Pedro Morales 
Bruno Sammartino Stan Stasiak 


Superstar Graham Bruno Sammartino Baltimore Civ. Cent. 
Superstar Graham New York (MSG)*** 2-20-78 


Bob Backlund 


LOCATION DATE 
New York (MSG)** 5-17-63 
1-18-71 
New York (MSG) 2-08-71 
Philadelphia Arena 12-01-73 
New York (MSG) 12-10-73 
4-30-77 


* Buddy Rogers won a tournament for the first WWF championship 
following the formation of the Federation in early 1963. 
** Match lasted 48 seconds. Following several dropkicks, a bearhug, and 
a backbreaker, Rogers submitted. 
*** Referee for the match: Jack Lotz. 








Backlund trains. diligently t to maintain | ut 
his physique and stamina. OY E 
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As he has been doing for the last half-decade, manager Arnold Skoaland brings 
Backlund's belt into the ring after a match. Backlund gives his blood for that belt, and 
the low point of his career was seeing Superstar Graham rip it apart. 
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what he might do, | just stared. 
Then he leaped off the top and 
hurtled toward me. To this day, 
| don't know what made me 
move out of the way. Up until 
the last instant, all | could do 
was stare at this magnificent 
athlete descending toward me. 
His leap was a spectacular 


. moment in wrestling history. | 


was fortunate to have the best 
seat in the house. 

WS: That's very modest of 
you to mention someone else's 
accomplishments as your 
greatest memory. It’s also 
modest of you to fail to men- 
tion that you won that match. 

BB: That's obvious, because 
I'm still champion. 

WS: What was your worst 
moment? 

BB: Again, it's strange, but 
my worst moment didn't 
involve physical pain. Super- 
star Billy Graham recently 
returned to the WWF and went 
after the title. Before one 
match, he took the title belt and 
destroyed it; l'm sure everyone 
remembers. There was some- 
thing so ugly about that, some- 
thing so reprehensible, that | 
just went crazy. He couldn't 
have hurt me more with a gun. 
It was like spitting’on every- 
thing | hold dear. | had a friend 
once who totally destroyed 
some guy in a streetfight. Beat 
the living stuffings out of him. 
Now it wasn't like this guy to 
do something like that. When | 
asked him why, he said, ا‎ 
wouldn't have minded if he 
punched me, but the guy 
slapped me. It was the sound of 
the slap that made me so 
mad." | never understood what 
he meant until Graham 
destroyed my belt. 

WS: Perhaps one of the most 
controversial incidents in your 
career involved what started 
out to be a remarkable success. 
You and Pedro Morales 
defeated The Samoans for the 








Backlund and Pedro Morales celebrate their WWF tag team championship victory over 





The Samoans in 1980 at Shea Stadium in New York. Backlund felt terribly for Morales 
when he decided to relinquish the title. 


WWE tag team title. A couple of 
weeks later, you relinquished 
the belt claiming you didn't 
have the time to be both heavy- 
weight and tag team cham- 
pion. Many people feel you left 
Morales in the lurch. | 





ВВ: | agree with them. ЇЇ was 
a mistake for me to even.take 
the match. At the time, how- 
ever, The Samoans were run- 
ning roughshod over the WWF. 
| felt an obligation to stop 
them. | didn’t really think about 


the future. All | was concerned 
about was this one match. 
When we won, | was of course 
elated. Then the full force of 


what that meant hit me, and | 


was stunned. | looked over my 
schedule, tried to figure some. 
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Backlund has defended his title against the sport's toughest men in all types of 
matches. Above: The champ grabs Stan Hansen by the back of his head and throws him 
to the opposite end of the cage. Below: Morales applies the painful rack on 


Magnificent Muraco. 





way to do justice to both the 
heavyweight and tag team 
titles, and it was just impossi- 
ble. There was only one thing | 
could possibly do. When | told 
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Pedro, he was understandably 
upset. | wish there was some 
way to have protected him, but 
there wasn’t. | had to choose, 
and | chose the heavyweight 


belt. | regret the situation, but | 
don't regret the decision. 

WS: Have you ever been 
scared? 

BB: Of course. When | wres- 
tled Sgt. Slaughter, there was a 
very good chance he would fin- 
ish me in his cobra clutch. | 
avoided disaster then, but it 
was close. ! had a couple of 
sleepless nights over it. When 
Stan Hansen seemed ready to 
cripple me with the lariat, my 
blood ran cold. Avoiding that 
disaster was one of the great 
reliefs of my life. To be honest, 
a man would have to be crazy 
not to be afraid wrestling many 
of my opponents. Any one of 
those guys could end a man's 
career. To be a top wrestler, 
you have to always be a little 
bit scared. Any wrestler who is 
being honest will say the same 
thing. 

WS: Even George "The Ani- 
mal" Steele? 

BB: When it comes to a luna- 
tic like Steele, who knows? But 
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The life of a champion is a lonely one. For five years, Backlund has spent a great deal 
of time away from his loved ones. And that, he says, is even a greater strain than 
defending his championship. 


| wouldn't be surprised if fear 
turned him into that lunatic 
Also, Steele may be crazy, but 
he’s not stupid. For all his 
wacky behavior, the man is still 
around. That means he must 
exercise caution somewhere 
along the line. 

WS: Throughout this inter- 
view, we get a sense you are 
` weighed down by the sacrifices 


demanded of you. 

BB: That's not totally true. 
Sure, | feel the sacrifices 
intently, but they are sacrifices | 
willingly make. Nothing is per- 
fect. I'm away from my family 
too much, but l'm providing 
them with a good living. In 
these times, l'm very fortunate 
to be able to do that. | take 
physical risks in the ring, but | 


get paid very well to take those 
risks. Many people take greater 
risks, and they don't get paid a 
tenth of my salary. l'm very 
lucky. | know that. At the same 
time, every so often | have to 
face the loneliness and isola- 
tion this job demands, and it 
hurts. That's life. Nobody gets 
a free ride. I'm paying for my 
trip. [] 
41 








[Editors note: 
know Jerry Lawler as the self-pro- 
claimed "King of Memphis Wres- 
tling." Few people realize that be- 


Most people 


fore entering wrestling, Lawler 
aspired to a career in commercial 
. art. He majored in art at Memphis 
State University, and has had gal- 
lery exhibitions throughout Ten- 
nessee. Lawler was elated when 
“Wrestling Superstars" contacted 
him to commission a series of 
sketches of famous wrestlers. He 
agreed, and "Jerry Lawler’s Su- 
perstar Gallery" will be appearing 
regularly in "Wrestling Super- 
stars." We welcome your com- 
ments on this feature. There was, 
however, one stipulation. from 
Lawler: The first sketch in the se- 
ries had to be that of his favorite 


wrestler . . . | 
Jerry Lawler entered profession- 
al wrestling in 1970 . . . Had a 


rough time during his first "few 
years as a pro, but quickly built a 
reputation with his aggressive 
style . . . Captured the Southern 


title in 1974 and proclaimed him- 


self the "King of Wrestling" soon 
after . . . Held the Southern belt 
for six of the following eight years 
. . . 15 proud of the fact that he 
broke Elvis Presley's consecutive 
sellout record in the Mid-South 
Coliseum in Memphis, Tennessee 

Suffered a broken leg in 
1980, but made a tremendous 
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Jimmy Hart, standing over Jerry Lawler in the ring, masterminded a villainously 
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brilliant plan to prevent Lawler from defeating AWA champion Nick Bockwinkel. 


comeback in 1981 . . . Received 
national publicity when he accept- 
ed a match with television actor- 
comedian Andy Kaufman 

Drove Kaufman into the canvas 
twice with the piledriver, sending 
him to the hospital and causing 
him to wear a neck brace for 
months Kaufman currently 
has a 55,000 bounty out on 


Lawler 
vidual, Lawler has hosted his own. 


. . . A multitalented indi- 


radio program, has released two 
record albums, and has recorded 
several singles . . . An extremely 
intelligent and articulate man, 
Lawler delights in attacking his 
opponents with verbal abuse as 
much as he enjoys attacking 
them with the piledriver. O 
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oe HAD HIS OWN RADIO Stow, DOES 
اک ہی‎ IS A RECORDING AgTIST 

АПН 4 SINGLE RECORDS ANO 2 ALBUMS 
То HIS CREDIT... АМО ON WEEKENDS, HE 
MCAPTRINS HIS OWN SOFTBALL TEAM, 
% Ast SUMMER, HIS TEAM WENT 
Eo WITH A RECORD ОР 







| 22 
| E | | x JERRY IS QUITE AN ARTIST, | 
е £A | * : ШУ HE WON A COMMERCIAL ART 
| uw >. ; 1 ¿YY SCHOLARSHIP TO MEMPHIS SIE 
PE D > @ UNIVERSITY... HAS DONE CARTOONS 
oF ror. NATIONAL PUBLICATIONS , AND, 
— BY ME WAY, HE DREW THIS 
% FOR YR FAVORITE WRESTLING mao! 
















What does the mask of Mil Mascaras hide? What can't 
the fans see or understand? For the first time, the 
hidden personality of this complex wrestling great is 
E revealed. You may wind up knowing more about 
Mascaras than you wanted to know 
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Mil Mascaras pounds Sheik with a 
perfectly executed flying dropkick. What 
could a man with Mil's abilities possibly 
have to fear? 


"FE" HERE HAVE BEEN times, 
| though they are few and far 
between, when Mil Mascaras has 
stepped into an arena without his 
mask, and walked among the fans. 
He has gone completely 
unrecognized. He even wrestled 
for a week without his mask at 
various arenas around the country. 
No one recognized him as Mil 
Mascaras. | 
And there have been occasions 
when Mil has walked down the 
street without his mask and again, 
he went totally unrecognized, even 
though he had spotted some 





Above: Even the gigantic Ernie Ladd can 
be brought down to size by Mil Mascaras. 
Right: Black Gordman is unable to 
withstand the agony of Mil's spectacular 
surfboard. 


ardent wrestling fans as he walked. 
In many ways, Mil is glad this has 
happened. It means his identity is 
secure. The risks of being 
unmasked are lessened because 
there is no need for anyone to 
unmask him. 

However, there are some serious 
problems with going totally 
unrecognized also. Therein lie some 
of the greatest fears Mil Mascaras 
has ever had to face. And there is 
no one hecan turn to for advice. No 
one has ever had this kind of 
problem before. 

In many ways, Mil Mascaras is 
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one of the most practical, 
pragmatic men in wrestling. He 
knows his strengths. He knows his 
limitations. He is keenly aware of 
how far he can go in wrestling, and 
he will know when the time comes 
for him to step down and leave the 
sport. 1 

Mil's retirement from wrestling is 
still several years away, but lately 
he has begun to worry about it. 

There is no question Mil 
Mascaras has made a lasting 
impression on wrestling. His flying 
maneuvers, all of which are 
spectacular, have made him a 
superstar in wrestling. Young 
wrestlers, just starting in the sport, 
turn to Mascaras as a model to 
emuláte. He has made a valuable 
contribution to wrestling, and he 
will never just fade away into 


,obscurity. At least, not as Mil 


Mascaras. 

But Mil does not plan to wear a 
mask until the day he dies. There 
will come a day when he reveals to 
the world his true identity. 
However, there is a problem there. 
Ever since Mil became a 
professional wrestler, he has worn 
a mask. It has always been with 
him. Indeed, even his name, Mil 
Mascaras, means 1,000 masks. His 
true identity has been a well-kept 
secret, unknown to all except a 
select few. It can be said with 
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complete certainty that по one 
knows Mil Mascaras without a 
mask. 

In all sports—and wrestling is no 
exception—there is a certain 
tendency to worship retired 
veterans. It is good for the sport, 
and it is also good for the retired 
athletes. It gives them a sense of 
purpose, a feeling of worth. It is a 
reason for living. Without it, retired 
athletes would dread the morning 
sunrise. Without this respect, the 
athletes would have no reason to 
go on after they retire. 

Mil knows all this. He 
understands it fully. And it scares 
him. He feels he can still make a 
valuable contribution to wrestling 
in an advisory capacity after he 
retires from the mat wars. In order 
to do this, however, he would still 
have to be Mil Mascaras. 

However, the day he leaves the 
mat wars 15 the day he ceases being 
Mil Mascaras. For all intents and 
purposes, Mil Mascaras will 
disappear from the face of this 
earth. There will be no one to 
worship if that person no longer 
exists. And Mil does not cherish the 
idea of going up to people and 


saying, “Hello, remember me. | 
used to be Mil Mascaras.” Nine 
times out of 10, no one will believe 
him. 
Ta к. (ips UP NIS Frankly, it scares him. He worries 
Above: No fan who saw Mil conquer the dangerous Giant Kojika will ever forget this tor his future. 
phenomenal wrestling exhibition. Yet Mil worries his feats will be forgotten once hê “No one will forget Mil 


retires. Below: Trying desperately but vainly to escape the leg-scissors of Mil 


Mascaras is the helpless Doug Gilbert. The pain has been compared to being caught in mascaraa ine masked wrestler 
a huge, metal vise. (Continued on page 58) 
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This gigantic collector's issue was a complete 
sell-out on the newsstand. But, for a limited 
time (and in limited quantities), the action- 
packed Annual is available by mail. This 
special edition was the biggest, most colorful 
magazine we have ever published. More 
stories, more full-color photos, and excellence 
in the tradition of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 
the best-selling wrestling magazine in 

the world. 

Here's What's Inside: 

Stories on: TOMMY RICH, RIC FLAIR AND 
RICK STEAMBOAT, BOB BACKLUND, BARRY 

. WINDHAM, MIL MASCARAS AND DUSTY RHODES! 


Giant, Full-Color Action Pinups 
Of ANDRE VS. KILLER KHAN, 
DUSTY RHODES US. HARLEY 
CE, BRUNO SAMMARTINO US. 
1۸۷ ZBYSZKO! 


ONLY $2 per issue 


TV SPORTS INC. рм ANNUAL 
BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 






Please send me copy(ies) of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated Annual. 
| enclose $2 for each copy. 








For all orders except the U.S. and Canada, 
you must add one dollar (U.S.) for each copy 
ordered for boat mail, and two dollars (U.S. ) 
for each copy to be sent airmail. U.S. funds 
only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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FAN FORUM 


(Continued from Page 6) 


WAY TO GO, STAN! 

It's about time that Stan Hansen 
broke away from that no-good, 
double-crossing Ole Anderson. 
Stan is a lot better off without Ole. I 
always did look up to Stan, and | 
always will. I always knew that 
someday he would find out what 
Ole Anderson really is like. Good 
luck, Stan, and keep up the good 
work. 

DAWN FACEMYER 
Charleston, WV 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 

Are you people kidding with 
your ratings? In your Spring 1983 
issue, you have Rick Martel rated 
number four in the entire AWA! 
Number four? Ridiculous! Martel 
couldn’t defeat Jim Brunzell even if 
Brunzell, had two broken legs! 
Then, in your ratings for Most Pop- 
ular wrestler, that lump of blubber 
Andre the Giant is rated number 
one, while the amazing Ken Patera 
isn’t even listed in the top 10! 1 
don't know who does your ratings, 
but he must have been given at 
least three piledrivers by Bruiser 


contributor Andrew 


"Fan Forum" 
Robinson takes exception with our 
ratings. He feels Andre the Giant should 
not be rated above Ken Patera. 


Bob Sweetan, because he's com- 
pletely out of his mind! 
ANDREW ROBINSON 
Minneapolis 


UNIQUE PRAISE 

You know, everyone writes to 
your magazines to compliment you 
about your stories, to ask for more 
coverage of certain wrestlers, or to 
complain about something or 
other. I want to write about some- 
thing different: the ad on your back 
cover, 

| sent for the WRESTLING 
ALBUM #5 and received it yester- 
day in the mail. 1 really want to 
compliment you on this excellent 
piece of work. The color photos of 
Jimmy Snuka, Rick Martel, 


. Tommy Rich, and the others are 


great! And I already have lots of 





the black and white pinups all over 
my walls. 

| know you probably don't get 
too many letters about your special 
projects like the WRESTLING 
ALBUM, so 1 just wanted you to 
know that there are people out 
here who really appreciate the 
work you put into it. Thank you 
again! 
DANNY JO HAWKINS 
Houston O 
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BEN STRONG GREG GAGNE'S NIGHT OF SHAME: 


(Continued from Page 24) 


We have a limited number of BEN STRONG 
WRESTLING back issues available. Due to the 
popular demand for these very special maga- 
zines, we must fill orders on a first come, first 
served basis. 
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JUNE/75 


SUM/75 


AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT 
ORDER TODAY! 


BEN STRONG 
O Spec.JAN/73 O JULY/74 


O AUG/73 O DEC/74 

O NOV/73 O JUNE/75 
О JAN/74 O SUM/75 

O MAY/74 


T.V. SPORTS, inc. ONLY 


Box 48 $2 


Rockville Centre, 
N.Y. 11571 EACH 


SPECIAL BONUS OFFER 
Any 10 Magazines Only $15 
Any 20 Magazines Only $25 


Please send me the back issues l've 
checked. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


Number of Magazines Ordered 
Amount Enclosed $ 

PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
Name 
Address. 
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Blood pours from wounds across Bobby Heenan's forehead. The gashes were inflicted 
by Greg Gagne, a man who despises these kinds of blood wars. Yet, Greg was as 
ruthless as the worst rulebreaker as he brutally pummeled Heenan into a bloody pulp 


not need to brawl; 


during their match. 


exactly what he was getting into 
by accepting a match against 
Bobby Heenan. No one ever 
said it would be easy. There was 
no question that Bobby would 
brawl during the battle. After all, 
it was part of the man's style. 
And Gagne knew it. 

Usually, when the name 
"Greg Gagne" is mentioned, 
one immediately thinks of the 
best in scientific wrestling. After 
all, Greg is considered to be one 
of the finest, most innovative 
grapplers in the sport. He does 
he knows 
more complex maneuvers than 
almost anyone else. Knowing 
this makes the results of this 
match most disconcerting. 

Greg Gagne, scientific 


wrestler par excellence, was 
disqualified for brawling!!! 

By all rights, Gagne should be 
ashamed of himself. He knows 
better. He simply allowed 
Bobby Heenan's viciousness to 
get the better of him. It Was a 
silly thing for Greg to do. 


This is not to say Heenan was 
a perfect angel throughout all 
this. Indeed, he was at his 
meanest. At first, Greg tried to 
use some of his more complex 
maneuvers. But Heenan would 
have none of this. He started to 
brawl. He. kicked, punched, 
tore, at anything he could find. 
This infuriated Gagne. He lost 
his power to think rationally. He 
brawled right back. No one was 









more surprised by this than 
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Bobby Heenan awaits his battle against 
Greg Gagne. Heenan is unprepared for the 
brutal brawl to follow. 
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Greg was at a loss for | 
5 |е, 


understanding what had 
happened. He felt strangely 
depressed. And he hadn't even 
won the match. On this night, he 
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happened to every scientific | 
wrestler. At some point, every 
man must go through an 
experience like this. Every man 
has some principle that has to 
be violated once. It is how we 
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conduct himself the next 
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Amazing New Hercuplan 
Guarantees 


LA NEW SHAPE | 
IE = M^ ІН 30 DAYS 
АХАУ or pay nothing! 


'You can't turn skin and bones into powerful 
muscles. Now add the weight you need to build 
those powerful muscles in 30 days. How? Simply 
|take one-a-day HERCUPLAN tablets with our 
scientifically prescribed meals. Don't let poor 
eating habits rob you of a powerfully appealing 
| body. 30 day HERCUPLAN Program must work 
¡for you, too, or simply return the HERCUPLAN 
label for full refund. Complete 30-day 
HERCUPLAN Program is now only $5.95. 

Special 60-day supply only $10.98. | 
Add $1.00 for Express Delivery Service 

Send to: Rush Industries, Dept. HU79BB - 
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ADRIAN ADONIS: “These peo- RICK STEAMBOAT: “It won't 
ple down here in Texas think be long. I’m right on schedule, and 
they're playing with a child! They before 1983 is over, I will be the 
| | think that I'm kidding them when I new NWA champion. Ric Flair and 
talk about my New York City heri- the belt are my targets. My training, 
| tage, how I grew up tougher than my regimen, my mental concentra- 
nails in the streets. Well, Pm not tions are all geared toward attain- 
kidding, and Irene doesn't kid ing my goal. I will not be stopped, 
either when she goes into action. because my plan is so precise and 
People like Bob Sweetan are going my abilities so complete. When 1 
| to learn very painfully that Adrian win the title, I will dedicate my title 
|| Adonis does not fool around. reign to all the fans who are sup- . 
Serious, all the way!" porting me during these difficult 

months." O 
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looking hair IN JUST DAYS—so vital for a 
} younger more vigorous appearance. 

| It is a scientific fact that your hair, like any 
| natural fiber, can be impregnated to be stronger, 
| thicker and fuller. How? A newly developed hair 
| thickener begins where nature left off. Gives new 
body to each individual hair, increases the width 
|. of each hair, for that LONGER, THICKER, FULLER | 
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Rick Steamboat feels he can capture Ric Flair's NWA belt by the end of 1983. 
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when you speak 
or write. You pro- 
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; | spots to avoid. Plus new 
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сап" | express “tricks” in your memory instantly 


them properly you are seen as awkward and 
unintelligent. If your English is poor your boss can't 
know how smart you really are, 50 advancement 
' becomes more difficult. Even your sweetheart or closes! 
friends may never fully realize how bright & interesting 
you ara. 
Now you can easily end these frustrating setbacks. In 
only weeks, this amazing self-teaching method will 
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WRESTLING’S MOST DANGEROUS SNAKE 


(Continued from Page 23) 


is enough to make people flee from 


| ‘his sight. The snake has the same 


effect on people. 

No wrestling fan needs to be 
reminded of Sheik’s cruelty. His 
reputation spans the globe. His 


exploits and legend are discussed in 
awed tones. No wrestler willingly 
confronts him within the squared 
circle. It would be foolish to want 
that much pain. 


Much like the serpent, Sheik is 
swift. and vicious. Coiled before 
attack, he springs at his victim, 
overwhelming the man with his 
lightning fury. The broken bodies 
of many great athletes are a 
testament to his effectiveness. 

There is no way. to discount 
Sheik’s cunning. With the slimy 
intelligence that makes serpents the 
symbol for evil in most cultures, 





Sheik uses a table to torture Pampero Firpo, making sure the sharp metal edges dig 
into Firpo's throat. This kind of merciless brutality is typical of Sheik. He is surely the 


most notorious man in wrestling. 











Sheik can create torture at a 
moment’s notice. Opponents аге 
constantly the victims of his 
surprise. As one foe said before 
facing Sheik, “There’s only one 
way to prepare for a match against 
Sheik: Pray! 

Even with the odds against them, 
some men feel compelled 


Much like heroes who go to their 





Above: Even the behemoth Baba the Giant 
falls to Sheik’s battering. Below: Bloody 


himself, Sheik works on a horribly gory | 


Bruiser. 





doom willingly for a noble cause, 
these | men take on Sheik. Some 
survive, a few gain a measure of 
glory. Others are never heard from 

(Continued on page 56) 


to | 
challenge this notorious grappler. | 
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Naturally, the supply is limited, so order today 
and avoid disappointment. 
ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR 
REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. 


BOXING ILLUSTRATED 
WRESTLING NEWS 


O Feb. 1959 

O April 1959 
[] May 1959 

[] June 1959 
[] Aug. 1959 
O Sept. 1959 
O July 1961 

[] Mar. 1962 
O April 1962 
O Aug. 1962 


O Nov. 1962 
[] Dec. 1962 
[] Feb. 1963 
O June 1963 
O Sept. 1963 
O Nov. 1963 
O Jan. 1964 
O Feb. 1964 
O Mar. 1964 
O May 1964 


SEND TO: 
T.V. SPORTS 
BOX 48 . 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 


Please rush me the issues of BOXING 
ILLUSTRATED/WRESTLING NEWS | 
have checked. | am enclosing $5.00 for 
each copy. 


$5 each 


Name 


| Address 


City 





WRESTLING’S MOST DANGEROUS SNAKE 


(Continued from Page 55) 


| again. 


Perhaps the most tragic victim of 


| Sheik’s might are the young men 
| who go against him in hopes of 


earning a reputation. These overly 
ambitious rookies struggle to gain 
some measure of fame, only to find 
themselves mangled by Sheik's 
cruelty. If the man had any 
compassion, he'd just give them a 
good beating. Sheik can't be 


counted upon for mercy. Often, he 


leaves these young athletes 
crippled for life. 
Most of the heartbreaking 


| moments in a reporter's career 15 


visiting these broken young men. 
One young man, Barry Rubin, lies 
in a hospital bed, his spine broken 





beyond repair. All the therapy in 
the world will never make him walk 
again. 

"Two. years ago, Rubin was a 
superb young athlete, one of those 
golden young men born to be 
champion. He was impatient, 
however, with the usual wait a 
rookie must endure before 
breaking into main events. To 
become famous, Barry decided to 
take on Sheik. 

The match lasted less than three 
minutes. There was never an 
instant when the youngster 
enjoyed the advantage. It was a 
massacre from start to finish. No 
one who was there will ever forget 
the sickening crack of the victim’s 


| Sheik doesn't care that Mighty Igor is outside the ring. He goes after his victim with a 


plastic knife. Seconds after this photo was taken, Ірог5 face was covered with a 


crimson mask of blood. 








back. For a few seconds, Barry 
gritted his teeth, not wanting to 
betray his agony. Everything was 
still as he lay silently upon the 
canvas. [hen the arena trembled 
with the most piteous shriek ever 
heard. An athlete was mourning 
for the end of his career. 

Barry Rubin is a memory to 


most wrestling fans. Yet, he’s a | 
living, breathing human being who | 


must spend the rest of his life as the 
prisoner of a useless body. Sheik is 
to blame. 

Sheik is to blame for many 
things. Yet, like the serpent in the 
Bible, he remains while others are 
forced into exile. There is no justice 
in it, but there can be no justice 
where the only law is survival of the 
fittest. Sheik survives. 

How long can Sheik continue his 
reign of terror? No one can say. 
Every decent wrestler in the last 20 
years has tried to stop Sheik. All 
have failed. The man is as 
dangerous as ever, perhaps even 
more so now than before. 

One of Sheik’s most murderous 
tactics is to shoot flames from his 
fingers, scorching the faces of his 
victims. No one knows how he 
performs this trick, but everyone is 
only too aware of the 
consequences. Men have been 
temporarily blinded for months. 
One man was mentally ravaged by 
this experience. Although his eyes 
function normally, he is stone 
blind. Psychologically, he is afraid 
to see. In the darkness, he is safe. 
Safe from Sheik. 

As this is written, Sheik slithers 
to his next opponent, ready to 
injure and maim. Soon, another 
emergency room will receive 
another victim, another hospital 
bed will be the new home for a 
former athlete. And Sheik will 


continue. 


No wrestler can conquer him. 
Commissioners are afraid to ban 
him. In wrestling; there is 
supposedly no man above the law. 
In fact, towering over every rule 
and regulation, laughingly stands 
Sheik. O 


| Gymnasium! This Secret 


| Scientific Isometrics is the modern mir- 


| MIKE 








Ён. J Lae | | 
b s re — | 


таке all the difference! 










NEW like a miracle — this latest г 
Amazing Motionless Exercise discovery | 
— MIKE MARVEUS SCIENTIFIC 150- 
METRICS — will give you fantastic 
strength with muscles of steel without 














| Sweat or Strain! Powerful arms, mag: y NOTHING 
rd ااا سد‎ А | | É x UE 








legs that will seldom tire! No Apparatus Y 
or Exercisers — your body is your own 
ystem devel- 
ops muscular strength 3 times faster 


{һап conventional methods! 9 آ۱‎ 
ORDER NOW! ua ЖЧ 
JUST 10 EASY MINUTES! 


acle of stimulating muscles — takes just T 
10 minutes a day of easy exercises that * + 
will not tire you. No long hours of boring 

exercises with weights or costly appar- 
atus. Isometrics is the amazing discov- — [77 T — MAIL NO-RISK TRIAL COUPON NOW! ےہ‎ 
ery of West German scientists who found | Mike Marvel, Dept 450 -160 Amherst Street 

a new thrilling юм to build powerful, East Orange, New Jersey, 07019 


strong muscles in 10 minutes a day. Each 0.K. Mike Marvel. enclosed is my $5.0 
y 0 Send me your 
et Sy х done. t Кы, 10 seconds а 2 Scientific losmetric Dynaflex System in one Boel 
у! Completely illustrated. which includes a chapter on: “SECRETS OF ATTRACT- 
MARVEL'S SCIENTIFIC 150МЕТ- ING GIRLS.” | must agree that the Dynaflex method has | 
RICS DEVELOPS’ EACH MUSCLE GROUP | gives me powerfully toned muscles, put full strength in 
— FROM Р HEAD TO TOE 3 TIMES FASTER! | my muscles, made me so strong that | can be proud to 
show my friends how strong | am. | 
And it must do this 1410 minutes а day— with nothing else 
to buy—now or in the future. | get my DO back—with no | 
| questions asked upon return of the book. 
МАШ سار نر‎ E ANO TAE жы. | 
Address 
City — — State 






lip — | 
— ے‎ SOLD ON MONEY BACK GUARANTEE , mm mms 4 











DRAW ANY PERSON 


in one minute! 
NO LESSONS! NO TALENT! 


New Amazing Invention 
—'"'Magic Art Reproduc- 
er." You can draw Your 
Family, Friends, ani- 
mals, landscapes, build- 
ings, vases, bowls of 
fruit, copy photos, com- 
ics, designs, maps, апу- 
thing — Like An Artist 
Even if You CAN'T 
DRAW A Straight Line! 

Anything you want to 
draw is automatically 
seen on any sheet of pa- 
per thru the ''Magic Art 
Reprcoducer.'' Then easi- 
ly follow the lines of 
the “Picture Image” 
with a pencil for an 
original "professional 
3 2 looking" drawing. Also 
Artist's Conception reduces ог enlarges. 
Send$4.98 plus 75¢ for 


NORTON PRODUCTS shipping and handling. No 
Dept. 554 P.0. Box 2012 C.O.D.s, please. , Money 


Back Guarantee if not 
New Rochelle, NY 10802 satisfied. 










To FULL COLOR - SEALED IM PLASTIC 
ALL STATES & PROVINCES 
= FREE BIRTH CERTIFICATE — 
= | 24-Нашғ Service е“ Moneyback Guarantees 


Ni - u 3 Ғы. hi. SEND 56.00, Name, Address, Sex, 
мань $6 
Order with friends! 


Height, Weight, Color Hair, Eyes, 
Mars Dataiia 25 









Birthdate & Small Photo. 
CARDINAL ا‎ ac ما ہہ ج یں‎ 405 


ESO PHOTO 1D 
—KIMBERTAL— 14 


Tha Mast Sought atter Мате in 
Doberman Pinscners 
and Rottweilers 
Champ.-sinsd papa and adults bred for superne sue 
conformation, umpsecahle disposition 
FULL HEALTH & TEMPERAMENT GUARANTEES - 
— SHIPPING WORLD WIDE— 
American Fapress. Wisa авд Master Charge 
&IMBEFTAL KENNELS 
Kimberton, Po. 19442 215.933.4982 or 933-3400 












SEVERAL 





DR. A. S. MAKES HIS PATIENTS 





INCHES f 


By the use of traction The doctor clams to INCREASE THE HEIGHT of "s 
раза ы Бү SEVERAL INCHES (From reports in recent national ninja. 
papers | 


Пе AL. reports &antributing tò the INCREASE ІМ HEIGHT of ня parente ` 
between ihe ages 01,18 to 25 by as much as 297 (From rhe annales of Phys 
шы Medicinal 


“MAN GROWS to 40 and sometime 60° according to late Curator of Phyt- 
ua Anthropolog, of ihe Smithsonian Institute Some facts recently con 
firmed by Washingion Doctor. 


“The Influence of Expres on Growth” revealed by US. Surgeón (From 
the Journal of Brkperimental Medicinal A controlled group experiment 


ae IN HEIGHT and weight as a result of expenmenti on 
boys from 12 to 17," Studis in. Physical Development and 
Posture. (From us Public Health Bulletin] 









Me. С.А. clare and testis to HEIGHT INCREASE of 1" 
ai age of 54. 


Mr. AS. — to iran. nevepaper how father INCREASED 
HEIGHT ву 1 


Medical hterature reveals SPINAL GROWTH can be inter 
ruptéd by mice тығынға and if deformity can Бе 
comeciód, provided that they have not beer irneweriebly dam: 
aged - GROWTH WILL RESUME NY. Academy ol 
Medicina. 


SHORT STATURED? 


1! you are SHORT STATURED regardiess of your age or sex 
and want to kunde the facts about Short Stature anc Нед 
Increase in adults and youngsters and what Science has dorm 
in this field or i! you ane а parent who 4 concerned about 
your childs GROWTH AND STATURE, we strongly unge vou 
fo get the three |3) volumes listed below. ir could be tê most 
1۲7.۳37۷1 өтер іт your lite 


3 Important Volumes 


Vol. ! —Case & Medical Histories.. $5.00 
Vol. I| —Witamins, Glands & Growth $5.00 
Vol. I. —Exercises & Movements. . .00 


ACT NOW! 
Or — get all THREE for just. $1 2.00 


Physical Culture Products, 
Dept. (VST-52) Box 1548 
Pompano Beach, Fla. 33060 
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BONUS! Pocket" Math-Wizard” 

2 а в - 

[with Math book 4 

Get the Right Answers in a Flash Without Paper or Pencil! 

Detachable Math tables to carry in your pocket. Gives in- 

| Stant answers when you convert fractions into decimals, 
percentages, and the reverse. Plus man M tables that 

solve the toughest math problems in a jiffy! 


SIMPLE 
New Short Cut Math 
Skills in Only.Weeks 
-10 minutes a day 
...for Higher Pay Jobs. 
Now one large volume com- 
bines all the separate sub- 
ar arithmetic, algebra, 


bas ахлан inter 
mediate algebra analytic ge- 
ometry, advanced algebra, 
vector analysis, calculus. 







Self 
Teacher 







ир”, or reference. Summary 
makes review easy. Exercises 
track your progress. Catch er- 
| Tackle any math problem rors instantly. Pass civil ser- 
even if you never finished high vice and job tests. A must for 
school. Basic and advanced all office,sales, industrial jobs, 
math taught in terms of every- home finances. 


day experience. Clearly pre- 
sented step-by-step and illus- 
trated. Learn theory and prac- days for a refund if not satis- 
tice from "scratch", "brush- fied. 


VALCO Publishing Co. е Dept 919 
Box 2012, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10802 


Birth Certificates 


DIPLOMAS — WILLS — 


Marriage Certificates, High School and College 
Diplomas, Last Will & Testament (Blank Forms). 
Any 2 for $2.50. All 5 for $3.50. Prompt Confidential | 
Service. Available only to persons 21 ог over | 
from АНТЕК FORMS, 7471 Melrose Avea., 
Dept. 8145 Los Angeles, Calif. 90046. 


| ФУР L'O 8 7i. 
ху \ POWER / 

IN YOUR / , 
HANDS & ARMS: 


IN КА ng qi 
ЁЁ 
ег 


Send 58 , 95 + 95с for ship- 








| Start Instantly to Give you Sledge Hammer 
Striking Power and Strength. “Hammer Fists” 

weighted arm builders buckle on your wrists 50 you 
can wear them anytime at work or play. 


Reinforce Your Power. Build Your Strength. 
silently, without any special effort, hour by hour, day 
| by day your arms grow to new fearsome, sledge 
| hammer, power. Just wearing "Hammer Fists" give 
you the proud masculine feeling that says “1 can take 
care of myself." 


WARNING “Hammer Fists” are intended only to im- 
prove the strength of the arms. They should not be 
worn during any fight, martial arts, boxing or physical 
| contact sports. The weight added to the arm increases 
| the danger of serious injury to an opponent. 


| Order "Hammer Fists" power packed weighted 
wristband. Use for 10 days. If you don't see im- 
mediate and growing improvements in the size and 
strength of your arms; if you don't instantly feel more 
powerful, more masculine, more capable, more 
fearless—You can return it for refund of the full pur- 
Mog p —— n m .98 pur 754 میں لا‎ for 
one plus shipping for two 

“Hammer Fist pt.26465 


Р.О Вох 1164,Bellmore,N.Y.11710 
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American Heart 
Мр Association 

WERE FIGHTING FOR YOUR LIFE 
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MIL MASCARAS 


(Continued from Page 46) 


recently told an interviewer. 
“However, no one will ever try to 
know the face behind Mil 
Mascaras. No one will care. They 
will remember Mil, they will 
remember my maneuvers, but they 
will not remember me. They never 
knew me. 

“| have vowed that the day | take 
off the mask is the day | give up 
being Mil Mascaras. It is that 
simple. And when that day comes, | 
will reassume my real identity. But 
no one wil know who | am. 

"| could take this mask off right 
now and show you my face. Would 
you know me? | doubt it. | have 
worn this mask since | became a 
professional wrestler. Before that | 
was a student at the University of 
Mexico. My face is familiar to all 
wrestling fans. When | retire, it will 
still be unfamiliar to them. 

"What can | do, introduce myself 
as ‘the man who used to be Mil 
Mascaras?' Who would believe it? 
How could they believe it? After | 
unmask, there might be 20 guys 
who will go around claiming they 
were once Mil Mascaras. And none 
of them would be believed. How 
could my claim, though it is 
legitimate, be any more valid than 
theirs? 

“ОҒ course, some people would 
suggest | just never take off my 
mask. But that isn't right either. 
There will come a time when | am 
no longer able to carry on as a 
wrestler. | will want to retire. | will 
want to take off the mask. But it will 
be bad for me to do so. Butit will be 
equally bad for me if | don't take off 
the mask. There is my problem, and 
| cannot see any solution." 

Mil has found himself in a 
situation unlike any other wrestler 
has ever faced. But he is wrong in 
one regard: There are solutions to 
his problem. But they are rather 
drastic steps. . 

The first solution which 
Mascaras might consider is for him 
to give up any thoughts of being an 
advisor after he retires. He will have 
to surrender any notion of 


Ma Y 


Mills renowned headlock has Larry 
Heinime thinking his skull is about to be 
crushed like an eggshell. 


уепегайоп, He will retire and go 
into obscurity. The problems with 
this solution are great, but not 
insurmountable. The final security 
other athletes look forward to 
would be denied to Mil. He could 


probably live with that. But the 


sport would have to go without the 
services of Mil Mascaras in an 
advisory capacity. And that would 
be a great loss. 

But there is another sol ution, one 
which is the most drastic move Mil 
Mascaras could make. Instead of 
unmasking at the end of his career, 
he could unmask beforehand, and 
wrestle without anything covering 
his face. Mil Mascaras would, in 
a sense, be gone, but the person 
behind the mask would be able to 
rightly claim his fame. There are 
problems with this solution also. 
First, it would mean ending the 
mystique of Mil Mascaras. Second, 
there would still be the possibility 
of others claiming they are 
Mascaras popping up all over the 
world. Third, it is too drastic an 
action to ask of any man. 

No matter what Mil decides to do, 
he will have to make a great 
sacrifice. Is it any wonder he fears 
for the future? His own devices 
may turn him into his own worst 
enemy. O 








Rates: Write National, Box 5, Sarasota, FI. 
UNUSUAL ITEMS 


COLLECT old stock certificates! Send $2.00 for sam- 
ple today! Goforth, P.O. Box 135(VS), Big Pine 
Key, Fl. 33043 


MON EYMAKING OPPORTUNITIES 
$100,000 EARNED Easily! Simple plan shows how! 
Send SASE: T. Lyons, Box 454, Cedar Falls, la. 50613 
GUARANTEED Weekly income mailing our circu- 
lars. Free Supplies. Bond, X1674, Merritt Island, FI, 
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BOOKS & CATALOGS 

FREE! Over 30 quality mail order catalogs, $1.00. 
Catalog Shopper, 13001ММ) Galaxy Way, Concord, 
Са. 94520 EM 

LOTTERIES & SWEEPSTAKES | 
MILLION$—International Lottery Newsletter, $1.00. 
Berkshire Consultants, Box 3000(MM), Bowmanville, 
Ontario, Canada L1C 3Z4 

PERSONAL - MISCELLANEOUS 
LEARN about Yahweh! He's here Now! $1. postage. 
Box 5790, McAllen, Tx. 78501 


VOODOO Witchcraft Occult. 
kal Childe, 35 W. 19 51., NYC 10011 














Easily learn at home in spare time for 





computer Career) 


eProven self-teaching method 

»Even if you never finished 
High School 

Prepare in just weeks 

eNo expensive courses 


The computer industry 15 growing ) fast! There aren't 
enough qualified applicants-to fill good job openings іп: 
data entry, programming, operation, sales, maintenance, 
repair, construction and installation. Help yourself quality 
for these jobs. Plus many companies train only candidates 
who have basic computer knowledge and now you can 
learn the basics without expensive school courses: 


fl Easy-to-learn | 
| COMPUTERS | 


This special home computer course makes computer | 


basics easy. In only weeks you can learn computers and 
data processing and open doors to a good career. Learn at 
your own pace. Step-by-step illustrations and easy to 
understand lessons. Tests with answers track your pro- 
gress. Summary makes review easy. Start a career in the 
growing computer field! Send $9.95 plus 954 shipping. 30 
day money back guarantee. 


Valco, Dept. CCS Вох 2012, New Rochelle, NY 10802 





Why should we be concerned 
about the damage inflation is 
doing to our colleges? 

Because right now we need ; 
college-trained minds and college- 
based research more than ever 
before. So please give generously. 

In todays world, survival 
of the fittest means survival of 
the smartest. 


Help! Give to the college 
Gl DUE hae. i 





Council for Funancial Aid 


к» Education, Ine 


680 Rih А кетише, Mew York, HT MOI? "CEPR 


publ service od this magazine 
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| for them. A woman valet is a great 
idea as far as I’m concerned, and 
Jim doesn’t 
either!” 


Free catalogue. Magic | 


champion Nick Bockwinkel in 
Memphis, Tennessee, recently. Jim- 
my Hart, who was severely injured 





sing | | Man style. 





GRAPEVINE 


(Continued from Page 10) 


“But I want all my wrestlers to Bill Dundee, а friend of 
know that if they work hard and  Lawler's, sat near Hart to make 
do a good job," Dillon continued, sure he didn't interfere in the 
“there will be ample rewards in ıt match. 


But when Lawler nearly pinned 
Bockwinkel, an unbandaged Jimmy 
Hart came running down the aisle 
to interfere in the match, at the 
same time the bandaged Hart was 
on the ring apron trying to distract 
Lawler and the referee! 

Who was the man under the 
bandages? None other than come- 


seem to mind it 


ЖЖЖ 


Jerry Lawler was wrestling AWA 


by Lawler in a Cage Match a few dian Andy Kaufman, who has 
| days earlier, managed Bockwinkel sworn revenge against Lawler. 
lin that match with his head Kaufman has placed a $5,000 
wrapped іп bandages, Invisible bounty on Lawler's head, payable 


to any man who can do to Lawler 





Jimmy Hart, standing over Jerry Lawler in the ring, 0-0 a villainously 
| brilliant plan to prevent Lawler from defeating AWA champion Nick Bockwinkel. 








what Lawler did to Kaufman: pile- | 


drive him and put him in the hos- 
pital for several weeks. 
жжж 


Sir Oliver Humperdink is think- 


ing of taking the House of Hum- | 


perdink on the road. 

“А8 long as I’ve established a 
significant power base here in the 
Mid-Atlantic," Humperdink told 
Wrestling Superstars, “408 time for 
me to spead my influence else- 
where. I’m thinking of possibly ex- 
panding into Texas or Florida, or 
maybe even the Georgia area. 
These areas of the country are like 





Sir Oliver eg has expressed a 
desire to extend the influence of his 
stable of rulebreakers beyond the Mid- 
Atlantic region. 


ripe apples, waiting to be plucked. 
I’m the man to do the- plucking 
and take оуег.” 

One sure bet: Wherever the 
House of Humperdink appears, 
Roddy Piper and Piper’s Palace 
will be there to provide resistance. 

“Sir Oliver Humperdink is a bag 
of hot air," sais Piper. “He's a fat, 
stupid little man who doesn’t have 
brains enough to know when he’s 
finished in а sport that doesn’t 
want him in the first place. The 


House of Humperdink ought to be | 


condemned. The new place on the 
block is Piper’s Palace, and Hum- 
perdink knows it. He’s running 
scared." (Continued on page 64) 
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ILLUSTRATED ) 


T-SHIRT 


The famous Pro Wrestling Illustrated T-shirt—the same 
shirt worn by some of wrestling's top superstars—is now available 
to wrestling fans, too. These high-quality, silk-screened shirts 
are a fashion blend of 5096 comfortable cotton and 5096 long-wearing 
polyester. The official Pro Wrestling Illustrated T-shirt comes 
in crimson-red with white lettering. Only $7 each. 


Send To: TV SPORTS 
| Вох 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


ONLY 
$7 EACH 


Quantity Ordered Size 
O small 
O medium 
large 
[] extra large 


Шан send me _ Pro Wrestling Illustrated T-shirts. 
| enclose $7 for each shirt ordered. 








NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE. — Zip e 
Lease ollow 46 weeks for delivery | 
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ONLY 55 EACH 


All the back issues of the ORIGINAL WRES- 
TLING REVUE listed for sale in this advertise- 
ment were edited and published by Stanley 
Weston, who founded Wrestling Revue in 
1959 and sold his interests in the magazine in 
1964. These extremely rare back issues have 
not been available to the public for more than 
15 years, although many have been sold by 
private collectors for as much as 75 dollars per 
, copy. This is a rare opportunity for those of you 
who collect and treasure truly fine wrestling 
magazines of great historic importance, at a 
price you can afford. Most of these issues 
contain magnificent, full color pin up portraits 
of the world's greatest wrestlers, some of 
whom are still active. The supply of these 
collector's treasures is very limited, so order 
today and avoid disappointment. 
| ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR 
REFUNDS WILL BE MADE. 


WRESTLING REVUE 


O SPRING 1961 

[1 SUMMER 1961 
L] FALL 1961 

] WINTER 1961 

O DECEMBER 1961 
L] FEBRUARY 1962 
[1 APRIL 1962 

L] JUNE 1962 

O DECEMBER 1962 
L] FEBRUARY 1963 
[1 APRIL 1963 

L] JUNE 1963 

O DECEMBER 1963 
О FEBRUARY 1964 


SEND TO: 

T.V. SPORTS 

BOX 48 yA 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 


| Please rush me the issues of WRESTLING 
| REVUE | have checked. | am enclosing 





$5.00 for EACH copy. 

Name 

Address 

City State —— Zip 











GRAPEVINE 


(Continued from Page 63) 


Buddy Rogers Sr. touts his son Buddy Jr. as a future great. (Of course, Buddy is being 
Buddy Jr. plans to turn pro within the next 


totally objective about the young man.) 
couple of years. 


Buddy Rogers, former NWA 
and WWE heavyweight champion, 


| is the current manager of Jimmy 


Snuka. But very few people know 
that Rogers has a son, Buddy Jr., 
who has been working out in the 
gym with Snuka. 

“Buddy Jr. is a hell of an athlete 
for his age," says Rogers, “апа 


| Tm glad that he has a man like 


Snuka to show him some of the ins 


| and outs of the sport. He's not 


ready for the pro ranks yet, but 
sooner or later he'll be there, and 
ГЇЇ be standing behind him all the 
way. I think he'll be ready in a 
couple of years, and I think he'll 
be’ great." 


If he is even able to come close 





to matching his father's great ring 
record, Buddy Rogers Jr. is sure to 
be a great success in professional 
wrestling. 

жжж 

Tommy Rich is reportedly upset 
over his drop in the NWA ratings 
due to his ongoing feud with Buzz 
Sawyer. 

“This is just another way in 
which that Mad Dog maniac is get- 
ting me steamed,” said Rich. “This | 
guy Sawyer, he's like a bad virus. 
No matter what you do, you can't 
shake him. Sooner or later, though, 
а sick man gets well, and sooner or 
later I’m gonna finish off that 
Sawyer once and for all. Our battle 
escalated into gang warfare for a 


5 


AO, AAA m 














Jerry Lawler vows to wrestle the AWA 
championship from Nick Bockwinkel. 15 
Nick afraid of "The King"? 


while, but now it's just me and 
Buzz again, and I'm going to make 
him pay for everything he's done 
here in Georgia and all, across the 
country.” 


Rich’s drop in the ratings and his | 


battles with Sawyer are two major 
reasons why he hasn’t been able to 
gain any title shots against Ric Flair 
in recent months. 
Жжжж 

Jerry Lawler has reaffirmed his 
pledge to capture Nick Bockwink- 
el’s AWA title. | 

"[ have signed contracts to wres- 
tle Bockwinkel in several matches," 
Lawler said. “Now it’s up to him 
and his manager. 


have to do is sign the contracts. 
I’m ready to go anywhere, any- 
time. It’s too bad that Bockwinkel 
feels he has to avoid me. Maybe 
he’s afraid of me, is that it? Some 
champion he is, afraid of a little 
competition." 

Lawler has wrestled Bockwinkel 
several times recently, coming very 
close to defeating him for the belt 
in Tennessee, Lawler's home state. 


2 


If they want | 
Bockwinkel to wrestle me, all they | 


| Waist size 





Our Best MOVIE PROJECTO 


SHOWS BOTH COLOR 

| AND BLACK & WHITE FILM 
SUPER 8 
& 8 MM 







FC 


Stop Action 
Switch 










on-off 
Switch 


NE 


®Luminous, hooded screen at no extra charge. 

® Precision ground, adjustable lenses. 

9 Miracle film self-threader. 

9 Stop action switch for frame by frame en- 
joyment, 

® Rugged construction for long life. 


- This deluxe Super 8 and 8MM home movie projector 
has many features you might expect to find only in 
projectors costing many times more. Battery opera- 
tion affords complete portability. The optional 

| transformer permits operation from regular household 
current and it comes with its own hooded screen to let 
| you see movies even in broad daylight. The built-in 
| film threader takes the hassle out of starting-up. It 
| even has a stop-action switch to pinpoint scenes you 
especially want to enjoy. This rugged, long-lasting 

| projector is only $19.95 [batteries not included]. 


“BE INCHES SLIMMER | 
THE DOCTOR'S WAY!" 


` Rx 
INSTA-SLIM 
BELT 


FOR MEN! FOR WOMEN! — —^ 


A FEW FEATURES THAT MAKE THE FAMOUS Rx BELT| 


SO FANTASTIC: 


* Take inches off waist! • Vital back support for Lum-§ 
bar & Sacro + Raises abdomen and keeps it there! "f 


Incisional hernia support! 


Made of Power-Knit 


“INCHES SPANDEX to stretch with 


уои. No wrinkle, no roll,‏ اتسس نہ 
m no ride-up! Reinforced‏ 
front and back.‏ 


10 Day Money back 
guarantee If not worn, 
solled or damaged. 


г > FOR МЕН OR WOMEN. 
Aif Order in even sizes 
26" thru 52" 


R. 5. Sales, Dept.: B8145 
1626 N. Wilcox, Hollywood, Са. 90028 


. Add $1.50 for postage & handling, 
6% sales tax. For COD send $4.00 deposit. Worn, 
soiled or damaged items nonreturnable. | 
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10 DAY FREE TRIAL 
GUARANTEE. 
Try the Deluxe Projector 
for ten days at our risk, 
if you aren't delighted, 
return it for a prompt 
refund no questions asked! 


ouv 34991 
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US 
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ie Я? | 
Peat hooded 
| theatre screen | 
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— ki حا‎ | даа PREE 


= [sional thrills to 


— 7 یج‎ viewing. 3-0 
[Y Adjustable Lens niereo Specs make | 
at, ordinary mov. | 


ies seem so lif | 
like 
that you'll w мин 
aut ant to 


touch them, y 

. Yo 
get one pair FREE. 
additional pairs 





Transformer permits operation | 
from household current - Save 
on batteries only $4.50 








El | 
| Honor House Products Corp. Dept5 3 3РХ 36 
1 Lynbrook, New York 11563 

Gentlemen: 1 have read your guarantee and 
| Would like you to send me: 
1 O The deluxe projector. | enclose $19.95 
| — plus 51-50 for postage and handling. 


! 

! 

! 

! 

i 

- C] The transtormer. | enclose $4.50 І 
! о COD. ۱ enclose $2 deposit and will pay 1 
| — postman the balance plus COD charges. | 
І 

[| 

| 

! 

! 

| 

1 

і 


Г| Send additional STEREO SPECS at 
$2.98 (Fill in amount desired). 








STATE 
. State Residents please add sales tax. 














HOW TO BUILDA 


Fabulous Muscle Pumping Methods 
that stimulate muscular growth! 


How You Can Have: 
e More Strength *Bigger Arms 
e Wider Shoulders Lose Fat 
e Gain Muscular Weight e Power- 


ful Chest eTrimmer Waist 
PLA کا‎ BAS کا‎ Жаң Gan» Cuni гт: ажи олы 


Universal Bodybuilding (4% 

4a a 
zm Box 6694, Dept. T-3 (4: 

m Detroit, Michigan 48240 N El 
Ж Send for FREE BOOKLET. E 
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